don’t know how many gg7 GT3 RSs have so far been

sold in the UK, but it would appear that most of

them are here at Snetterton as we roll in with

Porsche GB'’s Viper Green machine. This is an RMA
Paddock Club track day — and wall-to-wall Porsches are
to be expected, but the sheer number of GT3s in all
996/997 guises is staggering. This is the track-day
weapon of choice for those who can afford to run one.

We have just two full days with this latest RS - and
we've got to make them count. The schedule reads:
the morning at Snetterton to get the on-track low
down, followed by a dash north to the roads of Cumbria
and an overnight stop; the following day is an
opportunity to really put the car through its paces on
great driving roads. As a follow-up to the snatched
three-hour drive at the press launch late last year, this
should satisfy our enquiring minds.

For most GT3 RS buyers, the circuit will be the logical
destination, so Snetterton is our logical starting point.
The green machine attracts a crowd, and the frequent
question appears to be: ‘Has it been set up yet?
According to the hardcore GT3 elite, the standard
factory set-up is just not up to the job. Fortunately, we
have 911 & PW driving guru, Mark Hales, on hand for the
track duties - and if anyone can get to terms with the
nitty and the gritty of on-the-limit handling, it is he.

At this point, my total GT3 RS seat time is just 30
minutes, so 'm not qualified to make any real comment
- yet. Still, it would be rude not to punt it round for a
few laps, just to say that | have. The real driving lesson,
though, comes from the bearded one. Without wishing
to show off, I've sat with everyone from Senna to Moss,
and Hales ranks as one of the best drivers I've been
with.

As with all good drivers, Hales seems to slow the
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action down. Heel and toe down-changes are
deliberate and precise - the driver’s equivalent of
multi-tasking. Apexes are chopped, grip is found where
you and | wouldn’t know to look, and limits are
breached as the GT3 RS starts to reveal its on-track
character. And the paddock experts are right: in
standard set-up the new Renn Sport hero is none too
friendly. Snetterton’s most demanding sequence is a
ballsy two-part 180-degree off-camber sequence,
taken fast in third - even fourth. The Bomb Hole
morphs into Coram and the GT3 RS doesn’t want to
bite at the apex and then, as understeer builds up and
when you're not expecting it, it throws its tail. Whoal
We weren't anticipating that.

This is a track-focused machine and you will never
discover that sort of trait on the road, but its track
manners throw back mixed messages. Even my brief
stint suggested a chariot that wasn’t entirely on my
side. Without wishing to steal our great man’s thunder,
the fix is just a geometry tweak away - and Porsche’s
intention to supply a safe-handler out of the box has
backfired ever so slightly. The good thing is that we
were able to compare set-ups at Snetterton - and to
bring you a rather more considered track test than
anything you will read elsewhere.

For now, though, thanks to RMA, we're heading ‘cop
north, lad’. The long slog up the A1 allows us to
concentrate on where the GT3 RS fits into the great
scheme of things. Essentially, it's a homologation
special, built in order to legitimise the g11 RSR
endurance racers rolling out of the Weissach

An epic car like the GT3 RS is deserving of epic roads and
we found them in Cumbria with the A686, a twisting joy
ride if ever there was one. It’s hard to think of a better tool
for the job than this new RS
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g11 meisters have always exploited - but here
with the GT3 RS, it appears to do this for you.
The on-the-limit track traits are snmp[y not
_ apparent on the road, which is slightly arse
about face, given the RS's purpose in life.
Not that we're complaining, mind. It would
pear that the Porsche engmeers have
atically reworked the rear suspens:on The
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accessible, involving and rewarding drive,
although whether it's worth the premium over
the standard GT3 is debatable. For some,
ing up to Hartside Summit, though, the ultimate is the ultimate. And
s of the Lake District and the id engineering solutio

away in a series of switchbacl

THANKS TO

RMA for valuable track time and to Steve and
Jonas at JZ Machtech for the lowdown on GT3
set up advice. Contact: www. rma-ltd.com,
WWW. 1zmachtech com
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GT3 RS ROAD AND TRACK

On track

Mark Hales discovers that the new GT3 RS is
a few tweaks short of on-track greatness

drove the latest GT3 at its launch in Venice last year where it was

notable mainly for the vastly improved ride comfort on less than perfect

Italian roads, but also for its resolute unwillingness to be provoked on

the tight and twisting Adria racetrack. As several of those seeking
smokily lurid shots for the lens discovered, it would rather push its nose
wide than sling its tail. That could have had something to do with a circuit
which was remarkable only for the number of 180 degree hairpins
crammed into an industrial estate and little else, but the engineers said it
was down to deliberate set up. They had opted for minimal amounts of
negative camber to keep it comfortable for the road (half a degree or less
at the front), but they said it would still be fine for the track and lots of
kilometres round the Nirburgring with Walter Réhrl at the wheel was their
proof. Besides, the suspension was infinitely adjustable and if you wanted
something different, then that was up to you and your spanners, but this
was how the car should be when it left the factory.

Presumably the RS version came with much the same, so an
opportunity to whang it round Snetterton (notable for its lack of 180
degree hairpins) was welcome, and immediately familiar was the
unbelievably wide rev range, pulling all the way round the dial from four
and a bit to eight and a bit, accompanied by that magical wail from the
twin exhausts. Second, third and fourth gears were all you needed for
Snetterton and | caught a glimpse of 135mph before it was time to tread
the Ceramic brakes ready for the Esses. So far so wonderful. Less so was
the behaviour of the chassis.

How you get a Carrera slowed and turned into tighter corners is what
breeds 911 experts and I'd be the first to admit it can take a few laps to
remind yourself how it's done but the faster corners where the car was
already settled and you are already on the gas proved distinctly
uncomfortable. The whole car had a strange tip-toe feel to it despite an
armful of understeer and at least once through Riches and two or three
times at Coram, the car would do that corkscrew thing where it dips and
lurches its tail to the left then straightens itself out almost before you can
react - almost as if you're wearing slicks and hit a puddle.

Meanwhile the front tyres were chirruping and whimpering all the way
round. Then when you tried gently to load the car up on the brakes to point
it into the slower corners, it did much the same thing only too far away
from the turn to be of any use. A former Touring Car driver who had just
stepped from another RS described it as “not feeling remotely connected
to the car” which sums it up perfectly. It also suggests it wasn't just this
particular example.

All of which would have been something of an anti-climax had it not
been for an enthusiastic owner in the shape of Simon Langdale. He
mentioned that his gleaming bible-black 2,000 mile-old version had felt
much the same until he had the set up altered by long-time Porsche
exponents JZMachtech of Kings Langley. | was welcome to try it and see
for myself, and no, he didn't want to come along for the ride...

Amazing, but generous.

The difference on track proved to be subtle but significant. It was still

possible to reach the corkscrew-and-lurch point but it wasn't inevitable

and when it occurred, it was much later in the corner. The best thing
though was the absence of the tip-toe sensation which immediately
imparted a greater feeling of confidence and connected you to the car - to
borrow the phrase again. More succinctly, that connection came from a
feeling of extra stability and more grip - not a huge amount and not just at
the front - but at both ends. The tyres were quieter too.

On the slight downside, the steel brakes didn't have quite the bite
offered by the press car's ceramics and they began to feel a tiny bit soft at
the end of the main straight after a few laps. A cool-off tour brings them
back exactly as they were though and you probably wouldn't have thought
anything of it had you not experienced the others. Having thanked Simon
for his largess, | asked Machtech's Steve McHale how they set the car.

Most interesting to me was the fact that he doesn't immediately
recommend you throw away all the dampers, springs, brakes, and rollbars
like some, instead offering some simple changes to camber (there's an
obvious amount of extra negative at the front, and apparently some more
at the rear), plus attention to wheel toe, corner weights and ride height.
Which begs the obvious question, why don't Porsche set it this way in the
first place. The most likely reason is that the different setup is likely to
wear out the inside edge of the tyre more quickly.

Someone else suggested that it's also a question of how seriously you
want to take your track days and how hard you want to drive but I'm not
sure | agree with that. Even if you don't deliberately drive towards the
outer edges of the envelope, the original set up is more likely to punish a
simple mistake and anyway, | can't see the point of spending the money on
extra capability if you don't at least try and use it. Langdale for one agrees
with that assessment and seemed perfectly resigned to the fact that
extra tyre wear is an inevitable consequence of going to a track and using
the abilities of his car. He is even considering a set of slicks because they
are no more expensive than the road tyres and there is a strip and refit
service available at the RMA days he likes to attend. Makes perfect sense
to me. Might even shift the lurch and corkscrew to a place where you can't
findit... 12
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